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2 China’s Political System 

3 State and Society 

4 China in World Politics 
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Textbooks 

You are very strongly recommended to supplement the lectures with readings in the following 

recommended texts: 

ONE (preferable Joseph) of 

 Joseph, William (ed), Politics in China: An Introduction, 2
nd

 edition (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2014) 

OR 

 Dreyer June Teufel, China's Political System: Modernization and Tradition, fifth edition 

(New York: Pearson Education, 2006) 

And ONE (preferably Bramall) of 

 Bramall, Chris, Chinese Economic Development (Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2009) 

Bramall’s work, which underlies some of my lectures is characterised by a direct attempt 

to address the major issues.  He is not in the mainstream of economic scholars, and you 

may disagree with him, but it is a powerfully written and stimulating work, more 

analytical and less descriptive than Naughton. 

OR 

 Naughton, Barry, The Chinese Economy: Transitions and Growth (Cambridge, Mass: 

MIT Press, 2007) 

I also refer to papers in three useful recent collections of articles by leading scholars: 

Dittmer, Lowell and Liu Guoli, eds (2006), China’s Deep Reform. Lanham: Rowman and 

Littlefield. 

Rawski, Thomas, and Brandt, Loren, eds (2008), China’s Great Economic Transformation, 

Cambridge: Cambridge UP. 

Gries, Peter, and Rosen, Stanley, eds (2010) Chinese Politics State, Society and the Market, 

London: Routledge. 

For recent developments you might want to look at the China in the World Centre’s Yearbook 

2013: Civilising China, freely downloadable from 

http://www.thechinastory.org/yearbooks/yearbook-2013/, though it does embody a 

particular (culture-centred) view that not everyone shares. 

A very useful set of articles from the Carnegie Foundation can be found at 

http://carnegieendowment.org/regions/?fa=list&id=251. These are openly available online, 

and there are other resources on the website. 

Equally, The Brookings Institution has a series of articles, blogs and videos on China issues, which 

can be found at http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/china 

 

http://www.thechinastory.org/yearbooks/yearbook-2013/
http://carnegieendowment.org/regions/?fa=list&id=251
http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/china
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Topics and Readings 

Topic One 

Mao’s Revolution: The Historical Background to Contemporary Chinese Politics 

 

Lectures 

1a: The Chinese revolution and the establishment of the Communist state  

1b: Mao goes off the rails: The problems of Chinese Communism, 1957–1978  

 

Reading 

Note: Nearly all the readings listed here should be available in the University of Minho, as 

books, photocopies or publicly available on the internet.  I list a few other works that were 

particularly important inputting together my lectures. 

Further readings can be found in the handout of additional readings (for books) and by using the 

suggested search engines (for journal articles).   

Teiwes, Fred “Mao Zedong in Power”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 72–118 (or Dreyer, 

China’s Political System, pp. [23–62], 63–106) 

Other: 

Schoppa, R Keith, “From Empire to People’s Republic”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp.  37–62 

Esherick, Joseph (1995), “Ten Theses on the Chinese Revolution”, Modern China 21(1): 45–76 

Walder, Andrew (1987), “Actually Existing Maoism”, Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 18: 

155–166 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

For works of Mao and other leaders see http://www.marxists.org/subject/china/index.htm 

Stefan Landsberger’s poster collection, which I use extensively for the powerpoint slides, and 

more can be seen at http://chineseposters.net/  

Bill Joseph’s site, “Serve the People: Images of daily life in China during the Cultural 

Revolution”: http://academics.wellesley.edu/Polisci/wj/China1972/main.html 

For the Cultural Revolution, see Website of the film Morning Sun, http://www.morningsun.org/ 

 

Issues to think about 

In this first unit, we look at the Chinese revolution up to 1949, and the period from establishment 

of the PRC to the death of Mao.  The period up to 1959 is generally seen (probably both inside 

and outside China) as a period of success – for Mao and for China.  That after 1957 is generally 

conceptualised as a disaster.   

 In what senses was the period 1949–1957 a successful one for the Chinese Communist Party?  

http://www.marxists.org/subject/china/index.htm
http://chineseposters.net/
http://academics.wellesley.edu/Polisci/wj/China1972/main.html
http://www.morningsun.org/
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What, if any, warnings were there of troubles to come? 

 What do you think were the key elements of the “Soviet” model and of the Chinese system 

established in the 1950s?  You will need to keep these in mind when we look at changes both in 

the Maoist period and in the reform period. 

 Can we identify some key aspects of what might be called “late Maoism”? What are they? 

How far, if at all, did they involve abandoning the key features of the “Soviet model”? How 

far do they illuminate the “reality” of China during the Maoist period? 

 Did the Cultural Revolution leave any positive legacy for China at all? 

 

Key Concepts etc 

Nationalism; nomenklatura; organised dependency; “strong state”; establishment intellectuals; 

Great Leap Forward; voluntarism; populism; continuing revolution; Cultural Revolution; Red 

Guards 
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 Topic Two 

China’s Political System 

Lectures: 

2a: The Chinese state during the reform period 

2b: Change in the Chinese political system 

Reading  

Gilley, Bruce, “Deng Xiaoping and His Successors” in Joseph, Politics in China, pp.  119–147  

and Li Cheng, “China’s Communist Party State: The Structure and Dynamics of Power”, 

in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 192–223 (Note: the Gilley chapter takes a more 

chronological and leader-oriented approach, while Li’s chapter takes an approach closer to 

that of the lectures) (or Dreyer, China’s Political System, pp. 107–138) 

Lawrence, Susan V. and Martin, Michael F. (2013) “Understanding China’s Political System”, 

Congressional Research Service, Updated version 20 March 2013, including Xi Jinping, 

available online at fdp.70114R/wor/swc/cgf/owg.pac//:pttf (a very useful and up to date 

survey of China’s political system).  See also “China’s Political Institutions and Leaders in 

Charts”, by Susan Lawrence, 12 November 2013, at http://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43303.pdf 

Shambaugh, David, “The Coming Chinese Crack-up”, Wall Street Journal, 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coming-chinese-crack-up-1425659198 and the responses 

by Zhao Suisheng and Arthur Kroeber, Chinafile, 

http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/china-really-cracking 

 

Other: 

Joseph, William A, “Ideology and China’s Political Developments”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp.   

149–191. 

Dickson, Bruce J. (2010), “Dilemmas of Party Adaptation: the CCP’s strategies for survival”, pp. 22–40 in 

Gries and Rosen, Chinese Politics 

Shue, Vivienne (2010) “Legitimacy crisis in China”, pp. 41–68 in Gries and Rosen, Chinese Politics. 

Liu Yu and Chen Dingding (2012) “Why China will democratize”, The Washington Quarterly, Winter 

2012: 41-63, available at http://csis.org/files/publication/twq12winterliuchen.pdf [an “optimistic 

assessment by two Chinese scholars.] 

Nathan, Andrew (2006), “China’s constitutionalist option”, pp. 177–190 in Dittmer and Liu, China’s Deep 

Reform.   

Saich, Tony (2006), “Negotiating the state: the development of social organizations”, pp. 285–302 in 

Dittmer and Liu, China’s Deep Reform. 

Shi, Tianjian (2006) “Village committee elections in China: institutionalist tactics for democracy”, pp. 

353–380 in Dittmer and Liu, China’s Deep Reform. 

Bitzinger, Richard (2011), “Modernising China’s Military, 1997-2012”, China Perspectives, 2011, no. 4, 

at http://chinaperspectives.revues.org/5701 

http://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41007.pdf
http://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R43303.pdf
http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coming-chinese-crack-up-1425659198
http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/china-really-cracking
http://csis.org/files/publication/twq12winterliuchen.pdf
http://chinaperspectives.revues.org/5701
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Kiselycznyk, M and Saunders, Philip (2010), “Civil-Military Relations in China: Assessing the PLA's Role 

in Elite Politics”, National Defense University Press, pdf available online from 

http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA546680 

Publicly available websites and web-based materials (see also "Keeping up to date" at the end of this 

guide) 

For further guidance on Chinese politics, see Bill Joseph’s excellent site “China Politics Links”, at 

https://sites.google.com/a/wellesley.edu/china-politics-links/  In addition to printed sources, there is an 

extensive series of links to video lectures/seminars etc on China (obviously in English!) 

 “The Decision on Major Issues Concerning Comprehensively Deepening Reforms in brief” (a far more 

detailed and interesting document than the formal communique) for the Third Plenum in November 

2013 can be found at http://www.china.org.cn/china/third_plenary_session/2014-

01/16/content_31212602.htm 

For a useful outline of recent intellectual trends in Chinese politics see Mark Leonard, “China’s New 

Intelligentsia”, Prospect Magazine, March 2008, available online at 

http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/chinese-intelligentsia-intellectuals-think-

tanks/#.Unf7XhCkO4o 

Charter 08 can be found at http://www.nybooks.com/articles/22210 

For the official US view see “Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of 

China 2014”, at http://www.defense.gov/pubs/2014_DoD_China_Report.pdf 

Tiananmen in 1989 has not played a large part in this course.  There is a large amount of material on it.  

See for example the film Gate of Heavenly Peace and the associated website 

(http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gate/).  In 2014, the South China Morning Post put 

together a scrapbook on the events; it can be found at http://multimedia.scmp.com/tiananmen/ 

Issues to think about 

 What are the principal characteristics of the Chinese state? How does it differ from the states 

of developed countries, or of other developing countries? 

 What is the significance of the idea of the “China Dream”? 

 What factors might promote or impede the emergence of some form of democracy in China?  

Should one expect any Chinese democracy to take the same form as democracy in Anglo-

American countries? 

 On what basis has the Chinese leadership stabilised its position since the Beijing Massacre of 

1989?  What are the key challenges that they face at the beginning of the twenty-first century? 

 Is China “cracking up”?  Will the rule of the CCP come to an end in the near future? 

Key Concepts etc 

Hu Jintao; Wen Jiabao; Jiang Zemin; the Three Represents; the harmonious society; scientific 

development; princelings; populists; leadership succession; Chinese military spending; Xi 

Jinping; the China Dream; the New Left; mass line; Third Plenum (1978); Third Plenum (2013)  

http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA546680
https://sites.google.com/a/wellesley.edu/china-politics-links/
http://www.china.org.cn/china/third_plenary_session/2014-01/16/content_31212602.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/china/third_plenary_session/2014-01/16/content_31212602.htm
http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/chinese-intelligentsia-intellectuals-think-tanks/#.Unf7XhCkO4o
http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/chinese-intelligentsia-intellectuals-think-tanks/#.Unf7XhCkO4o
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/22210
http://www.defense.gov/pubs/2014_DoD_China_Report.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gate/
http://multimedia.scmp.com/tiananmen/
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Topic Three 

State and Society 

 

Lectures 

3a: State capacity in contemporary China 

3b: China’s legal system 

 

Reading  

DeLisle, Jacques, “China’s Legal System”, White, Tyrone, “Population Policy”, and Hurst, 

William, “Urban China: Change and Contention”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 224–

253, 320–341 and 389–397 (OR Dreyer, China’s Political System, pp. 167–190, 259–304) 

Other:  

Potter, Pittman B. (2013) The Chinese legal system. Cambridge; Polity Press. 

For two excellent recent (pre- and post Fourth Plenum) analyses of the state of China’s legal 

reforms see Peerenboom, Randall (2014a) “The Battle Over Legal Reforms in China: Has 

There Been a Turn Against Law?”, 12 August, available at 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2479716 and (2014b), “Fly High the Banner of Socialist Rule of 

Law with Chinese Characteristics! What Does the 4th Plenum Decision Mean for Legal 

Reforms in China?”, 6 November, available online at http://ssrn.com/abstract=2519917  

Chan, Steve (2002), “Human Rights in China and the United States: Competing Visions and 

Discrepant Performances”, Human Rights Quarterly 24: 1035–1053 

Mackerras, Colin (2010) “Tibetans, Uyghurs and multinational ‘China’: Han-minority relations 

and state legitimation’, pp. 222–242 in Gries and Rosen, Chinese Politics  

Clark, Donald, Murrell, Peter and Whiting, Susan (2008), “The role of law in China’s economic 

development”, pp. 375–428 in Rawski and Brandt eds China’s Great Economic 

Transformation 

Kennedy, John James, “Rural China: Reform and Resistance”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 

225–49. 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

 

Stanley Lubman’s influential blogs on China and Chinese law, published through the Wall Street 

Journal can be accessed through http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/tag/stanley-lubman/ 

Dan Harris’s China Law Blog is also well worth following, both for this topic and for thinking 

about doing business in China. See http://www.chinalawblog.com/  

Susan Finder at the US Supreme Court also has a very useful blog, 

http://supremepeoplescourtmonitor.com/ 

Minxin Pei, Jacques deLisle, Sharon Hom, “U.S. Engagement and Human Rights in China”, 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2479716
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2519917
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/tag/stanley-lubman/
http://www.chinalawblog.com/
http://supremepeoplescourtmonitor.com/
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http://www.carnegieendowment.org/events/index.cfm?fa=eventDetail&id=961&&prog=zch  

The important decision of the Fourth Plenum (October 2014) can be found in English at 

http://law.genius.com/Central-committee-of-the-chinese-communist-party-decision-of-

the-fourth-plenum-of-the-18th-ccp-central-committee-english-annotated 

For a Chinese, but relatively independent and informative, source on current developments on 

Chinese law, see China Law Digest, http://www.chinalawdigest.com/ 

Chinese Law Resources on the Internet, http://law.wustl.edu/Chinalaw/intersou.html, provides an 

extensive list of internet resources on Chinese law, though many it includes are (high) fee-

paying. 

 

For a different view, see the Human Rights in China website, http://www.hrichina.org/en, which 

gives references to a wide range of material on legal reform etc.; this was a site founded 

by Chinese students and scholars after 1989. 

For a recent article arguing that there are fundamental cultural differences between China and the 

EU in their conceptions of human rights, see Duncan Freeman, “Europe, China and the 

expectations for human rights”, BICCS Asia paper 5.1, at 
http://www.academia.edu/227759/Europe_China_and_the_expectations_for_human_rights  

Hillman, Ben (2008), “Rethinking China’s Tibet Policy”, Japan Focus, available online at 

http://www.japanfocus.org/-Ben-Hillman/2773 

 

Issues to think about 

 Do concepts of human rights have universal validity?  Or are there valid differences according 

to culture, or according to other variables? 

 If there are differences between cultures, what might those differences be? How might such 

differences affect the conduct of Sino-foreign relations? 

 What interests are involved in promoting an “Asian” perspective on human rights?  Do those 

interests necessarily affect the validity of the concept? 

 How strong is the Chinese state? What can it do? What can’t it do? 

 

Key Concepts etc 

State capacity; reach of the state; Falungong; one-child policy; mediation in China; death penalty; 

civil liberties; intellectual property rights; labour law; work safety regulation; law and economy 

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/events/index.cfm?fa=eventDetail&id=961&&prog=zch
http://law.genius.com/Central-committee-of-the-chinese-communist-party-decision-of-the-fourth-plenum-of-the-18th-ccp-central-committee-english-annotated
http://law.genius.com/Central-committee-of-the-chinese-communist-party-decision-of-the-fourth-plenum-of-the-18th-ccp-central-committee-english-annotated
http://www.chinalawdigest.com/
http://law.wustl.edu/Chinalaw/intersou.html
http://www.hrichina.org/en
http://www.academia.edu/227759/Europe_China_and_the_expectations_for_human_rights
http://www.japanfocus.org/-Ben-Hillman/2773
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Topic Four 

China in World Politics 

 

Lectures 

4a: China in the Post-Cold War Global System 

4b: China’s Relations with the European Union 

 

Reading 

Harris, Stuart (2014), China’s Foreign Policy, Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 46–69, 144–168. 

 

Other 

Li Cheng (2014), “Chinese Enthusiasm and American Cynicism Over the “New Type of Great 

Power Relations"”, available online at 

http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2014/12/05-chinese-pessimism-american-

cynicism-great-power-li-xu 

Lo, Sonny, “Hong Kong”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 452–467. 

Rigger, Shelley, “Taiwan”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 468–484. 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

John Kerry’s November 2014 “Remarks on US-China relations” can be found at 

http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2014/11/233705.htm 

For an overview (November 2014) of US-China issues from a US point of view, see the 2014 

Annual Report to Congress of the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission at 

http://origin.www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/annual_reports/Complete%20Report.PDF 

A joint-Chinese-American study can be found in “Building U.S.-China Trust: Through Next 

Generation People, Platforms & Programs, at 

http://www.sis.pku.edu.cn/default.aspx?path=/cn/News/0000000596/file/bnc-report-

20131125.pdf 

For articles on China’s rise see  Sun Xuefeng, Matt Ferchen and M. Taylor Fravel eds, Rethinking 

China’s Rise: A Reader, at http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/cjip/reader.html 

For a general reader on China in the East Asian region, see Sun Xuefeng, Matt Ferchen and M. 

Taylor Fravel eds, China and East Asian Regional Order: A Reader, at 

http://oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/cjip/reader2.html 

The EU journal China Analysis (http://www.centreasia.eu/publications/china-analysis-journal) offers 

an outsiders’ view of how leading figures in China view their domestic politics and economy 

and the country’s regional and international relations. 

Swaine, Michael, “China’s Assertive Behavior”, China Leadership Monitor, winter 2011 at 

http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2014/12/05-chinese-pessimism-american-cynicism-great-power-li-xu
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2014/12/05-chinese-pessimism-american-cynicism-great-power-li-xu
http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2014/11/233705.htm
http://origin.www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/annual_reports/Complete%20Report.PDF
http://www.sis.pku.edu.cn/default.aspx?path=/cn/News/0000000596/file/bnc-report-20131125.pdf
http://www.sis.pku.edu.cn/default.aspx?path=/cn/News/0000000596/file/bnc-report-20131125.pdf
http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/cjip/reader.html
http://oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/cjip/reader2.html
http://www.centreasia.eu/publications/china-analysis-journal
http://oas.oxfordjournals.org/5c/www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/cjip/reader.html/1131373028/Top/default/empty.gif/564374376c30352b36564d414335476d?x
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http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=41937&prog=zch  You 

can find links from here to other Carnegie publications. 

Lieberthal, Kenneth , “Climate Change and China's Global Responsibilities”, 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/1222_china_climate_lieberthal.aspx 

Fox, John and François Godement (2009), “A power audit of EU-China relations”, available online 

at http://ecfr.3cdn.net/532cd91d0b5c9699ad_ozm6b9bz4.pdf (a view from Europe highly 

critical of EU policy) 

A useful mid-range website can be found at http://the-diplomat.com/, which has up to date coverage 

an analysis of foreign affairs developments in the Asia-Pacific. 

Official Chinese views can be found at http://www.china.org.cn/ 

For slightly less official views, you might look at Foreign Affairs Journal through  

http://www.cpifa.org/en/q/listQuarterly.do 

The Chinese Journal of International Politics is at least partly available free online at 

http://cjip.oxfordjournals.org/content/by/year 

For the US point of view see the State Department site at http://www.state.gov/p/eap/ci/ch/ 

See also “The United States Policy towards China: A Dossier” on the website of the US Embassy in 

Belgium (don’t ask me why!),  http://www.uspolicy.be/dossier/china-united-states-policy-

toward-china-dossier 

US Council on Foreign Relations (2007), U.S.-China Relations: An Affirmative Agenda, A 

Responsible Course, available online at 

http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/ChinaTaskForce.pdf 

A 2013 “Infoguide presentation” from the Council on Foreign Relations on China’s maritime 

territorial disputes can be found at: http://www.cfr.org/asia-and-pacific/chinas-maritime-

disputes/p31345 

A newsletter including both US and Chinese views can be found at http://www.chinausfocus.com/ 

For the official EU site on EU policy towards China see http://eeas.europa.eu/china/index_en.htm; 

this includes most of the key documents from the European side.  For EU China strategic 

dialogues, see http://strategicpartnerships.eu/pays/eu-china/ 

Recently see “Brussels - Beijing: changing the game?”, European Union Institute for Security 

Studies, 7 March 2013, http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/brussels-beijing-

changing-the-game/ (very trenchant views, e.g. on trade and economic rebalancing) 

For a journal (since 2009), EU-China Observer, see https://www.coleurope.eu/website/study/eu-

international-relations-and-diplomacy-studies/research-activities/eu-china-observer 

An important 2014 EU report on difficulties for foreign companies in China can be found at: 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/august/tradoc_152739.08.10.pdf 

A major and very detailed (434 pages) new position paper by the European Union Chamber of 

Commerce in China for 2013-2014 can be found through 

http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/european-chamber-publications (you have to 

register but it is free). You might want to look at the general Chamber site as well: 

http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/view/home 

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=41937&prog=zch
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/1222_china_climate_lieberthal.aspx
http://ecfr.3cdn.net/532cd91d0b5c9699ad_ozm6b9bz4.pdf
http://the-diplomat.com/
http://www.china.org.cn/
http://www.cpifa.org/en/q/listQuarterly.do
http://www.cpifa.org/en/q/listQuarterly.do
http://cjip.oxfordjournals.org/content/by/year
http://www.state.gov/p/eap/ci/ch/
%20
%20
http://www.cfr.org/content/publications/attachments/ChinaTaskForce.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/asia-and-pacific/chinas-maritime-disputes/p31345
http://www.cfr.org/asia-and-pacific/chinas-maritime-disputes/p31345
http://www.chinausfocus.com/
http://eeas.europa.eu/china/index_en.htm
http://strategicpartnerships.eu/pays/eu-china/
http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/brussels-beijing-changing-the-game/
http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/brussels-beijing-changing-the-game/
https://www.coleurope.eu/website/study/eu-international-relations-and-diplomacy-studies/research-activities/eu-china-observer
https://www.coleurope.eu/website/study/eu-international-relations-and-diplomacy-studies/research-activities/eu-china-observer
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/august/tradoc_152739.08.10.pdf
http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/european-chamber-publications
http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/view/home
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Carnegie Europe has a number of articles by informed observers, for instance one by Shi Zhiqin at 

http://carnegieeurope.eu/#/slide_3181_china-and-europe-deepening-comprehensive-

partnership.  There is some, but not total, overlap with the main Carnegie site. 

For a European source of statistics on trade, see Eurostats, 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home 

The European Council on Foreign Relations at http://www.ecfr.eu/content/programmes/C11/ (for 

a European perspective on economic and foreign relations issues relating to China) 

For the footwear dispute, see Jeffrey L Dunoff and Michael O Moore, “Footloose and duty-free? 

Reflections on European Union – Anti-Dumping Measures on Certain Footwear from 

China”, World Trade Review, 13.2 (2014): 149–78, available online at 

https://sites.temple.edu/dunoff/files/2014/10/Dunoff-Moore-Footloose.pdf 

For the Chinese side, see http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/gjhdq_665435/3265_665445/; this site 

has a lot of information on it, but I find it less easy to use than the European one, but for the 

April 2014 policy paper see 

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjdt_665385/wjzcs/t1143406.shtml  

For Japan-related issues see the very informative online journal, Japan Focus, 

http://www.japanfocus.org/.  For example, the brief article by Gavan McCormack (which is 

relatively sympathetic to China) about the dispute over the Senkakus, see “Small Islands – 

Big Problem: Senkaku/Diaoyu and the Weight of History and Geography in China-Japan 

Relations”, http://www.japanfocus.org/-Gavan-McCormack/3464 

 

Issues to think about 

 What have been the key turning points in the way China related to the outside world after 

1949? 

 What are the major issues as between the United States and China?  How far are these issues 

likely to cause serious tensions in the future? 

 What prospects are there for a peaceful resolution of the status of Taiwan? 

 What are the implications and prospects for China’s new assertiveness in foreign relations? 

 How justified are China’s maritime claims to the South China Sea and the Senkakus? 

 Did China play a responsible role at Copenhagen?  Did anyone? 

 Does the European Union matter to China? 

 

Key Concepts etc 

“leaning to one side”; Sino-Soviet Split; Nixon’s visit to China; WTO; Human Rights in foreign 

policy; China Can Say No; strategic triangle; hegemonism; end of cold war; China and climate 

change; EU trade with China; protectionism; assertive nationalism; South China Sea; Diaoyutai; 

Taiwan independence 

http://carnegieeurope.eu/#/slide_3181_china-and-europe-deepening-comprehensive-partnership
http://carnegieeurope.eu/#/slide_3181_china-and-europe-deepening-comprehensive-partnership
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home
http://www.ecfr.eu/content/programmes/C11/
https://sites.temple.edu/dunoff/files/2014/10/Dunoff-Moore-Footloose.pdf
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/gjhdq_665435/3265_665445/
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjdt_665385/wjzcs/t1143406.shtml
http://www.japanfocus.org/
http://www.japanfocus.org/-Gavan-McCormack/3464
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Topic Five 

The Chinese Economy in Transition 

Lectures: 

5a: Socialism and the Planned Economy under Mao 

5b: Market Socialism, 1978–1996 

 

Reading:  

Bramall, China’s Economic Development, pp. 77–359, especially 286–359 (OR Naughton, The 

Chinese Economy, pp. 55–112 

Other: 

Naughton, Barry (2008), “A political economy of China’s economic transition”, pp. 91–135 in 

Rawski and Brandt, eds, China’s Great Economic Transformation 

Zweig, David, “China’s Political Economy”, in Joseph, Politics in China , pp. 192–224. 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

In addition to the Chinese National Bureau of Statistics (http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/, see next 

topic), two major sources of revised statistics of China’s economy since 1949 (and in one case back 

to the year 1) are: 

The Asian Historical Statistics Project, Hitotsubashi University, Japan, http://www.ier.hit-

u.ac.jp/COE/English/index.html, see especially http://www.ier.hit-

u.ac.jp/COE/Japanese/online_data/china/index.html 

The post 1949 statistics originally developed by the late Angus Maddison have been updated at 

http://www.conference-board.org/data/economydatabase/ 

Issues to think about 

What are the shortcomings of economic planning in running an economy?  Is it even a possible 

way of running an economy? 

Did the period of Maoist economic development leave any positive legacies at all? 

What do we mean by "reform without losers"?  How were the Chinese reformers able for a period 

to implement reform without losers? 

Why did the reform programme start in the rural areas? 

'China's development record between 1978 and 1992 demonstrates the superiority of market 

socialism over capitalism.'  Discuss. 

 

Key Concepts etc 

capitalism; socialism; transition; reform; gradualism; the “big bang”; the Four Modernizations; 

township and village enterprises; “reform without losers”; decollectivization 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/
http://www.ier.hit-u.ac.jp/COE/English/index.html
http://www.ier.hit-u.ac.jp/COE/English/index.html
http://www.ier.hit-u.ac.jp/COE/Japanese/online_data/china/index.html
http://www.ier.hit-u.ac.jp/COE/Japanese/online_data/china/index.html
http://www.conference-board.org/data/economydatabase/
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Topic Six 

Assessing China's Development Record 

 

Lectures: 

6a: Chinese capitalism since 1996 

6b: Development outcomes 

 

Readings 

Bramall, China’s Economic Development, pp. 394–554, esp. pp. 435–496 (OR Naughton, The 

Chinese Economy, pp. 139–160, 209–228) 

Morrison, Wayne W (2014), “China’s Economic Rise: History, Trends, Challenges, and 

Implications for the United States”, 9 October 2014, prepared for US Congressional 

Research Service, at http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33534.pdf [the most recent of a 

series of very good up-to-date surveys of the main trends and issues; regularly updated, 

and new versions might be found at similar URLs] 

Other: 

A good and sophisticated overview can be found in Carsten Holz, “China’s economic growth 

1978–2025: what we know today about China’s economic growth tomorrow”, SOSC 

Working Papers, http://repository.ust.hk/dspace/handle/1783.1/2474 

For the most recent (2011 prices, released 30 April 2014) World Bank PPP estimates, see 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPINT/Resources/270056-1183395201801/Summary-

of-Results-and-Findings-of-the-2011-International-Comparison-Program.pdf. The earlier 

2005 results can be found in 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPINT/Resources/ICP_final-results.pdf (published 26 

Feb 08) 

Rosen, Daniel (2014) Avoiding the Blind Alley: China’s Economic Overhaul and Its Global 

Implications, report for Asia Society Policy Institute, can be downloaded from 

http://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/china-economy.  Summing up of recent reform 

measures. 

Solinger, Dorothy J. (2010) “A question of confidence: state legitimacy and the new urban poor”, 

pp. 243–257 in Gries and Rosen, Chinese Politics. 

Whyte, Martin King (2010) “Do Chinese citizens want the government to do more to promote 

equality”, pp. 129–159 in Gries and Rosen, Chinese Politics 

Svejnar, Jan (2008), “China in light of the performance of the transition economies”, pp. 68–90 in 

Rawski and Brandt eds China’s Great Economic Transformation 

Haggard, Stephen and Huang Yasheng (2008), “The political economy of private sector 

development in China”, pp. 337–74 in Rawski and Brandt eds, China’s Great Economic 

Transformation 

Wang, Shaoguang (2006), “Openness and inequality: the case of China”, pp. 251–82 in Dittmer 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33534.pdf
http://repository.ust.hk/dspace/handle/1783.1/2474
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPINT/Resources/270056-1183395201801/Summary-of-Results-and-Findings-of-the-2011-International-Comparison-Program.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPINT/Resources/270056-1183395201801/Summary-of-Results-and-Findings-of-the-2011-International-Comparison-Program.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPINT/Resources/ICP_final-results.pdf
http://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/china-economy
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and Liu, China’s Deep Reform (Wang is one of the leading “new left” thinkers among 

Chinese intellectuals, though he is currently in Hong Kong). 

Zhu, Andong and David M Kotz (2010) “The Dependence of China's Economic Growth on 

Exports and Investment”, University of Utah, available through 

http://people.umass.edu/dmkotz/China_Growth_Model_%2010_09.pdf 

Dorrucci, Ettore, Gabor Pula and Daniel Santabárbara (2013) “China’s Economic Growth and 

Rebalancing”, European Central Bank Occasional Paper Series, no. 142, at 

http://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpops/ecbocp142.pdf 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

A series of articles/ recordings on China’s economy can be found at Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace, “Commentary and Analysis on China’s Economy”, at 

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/topic/?fa=1287&fltr={!raw%20f=taxonomyTag}::10

4:251:China (some of the articles are by Michael Pettis, whose work (also to be found at 

http://www.economywatch.com/user/155/) is always worth reading (he is known for 

relatively pessimistic views of the Chinese economy). 

The official document at the end of the Third Plenum (Nov 2013) can be found at 

http://www.china.org.cn/china/third_plenary_session/2014-01/16/content_31212602.htm, 

and an analysis by David Shambaugh at http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/breaking-

down-chinas-reform-plan-9476 

Ross Garnaut, Cai Fang, Ligang Song eds, China: A New Model for Growth and Development 

(Canberra: ANU E Press, 2013), http://epress.anu.edu.au/titles/china-update-series/china-a-

new-model-for-growth-and-development/pdf-download (Wide range of articles by Western 

and Chinese scholars on China’s recent development).  

Much more extensive statistical information (with all the reservations about Chinese statistics, but 

still the source most scholars use) can be found through the website of the National Bureau of 

Statistics, http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/ (English version; the Chinese version, 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/, is fuller, with more information; I fear there is no Portuguese version!).  

Within this site, the standard national statistics can be found in the Statistical Yearbook of China 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/Statisticaldata/AnnualData/  The Yearbooks are published in 

September of the given year, with statistics for the previous year; however they often only appear 

on the website in spring the next year. A database access to much of the same information can be 

found at http://data.stats.gov.cn/. For 2014 figures, see the annual Statistical Communiqué at 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/201502/t20150228_687439.html (Chinese version 

also available). 

 

Statistics created by international bodies can be found at: 

The World Bank, http://www.worldbank.org/.  The data summarized in the annual World 

Development Reports, 2013 is probably best accessed through the database at 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=wor

ld-development-indicators 

United Nations Development Programme, http://www.undp.org/, especially the Human Development 

Reports, http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/ (again available online).  Again increasingly using 

the comparative database at http://hdr.undp.org/es/data in Spanish or 

http://people.umass.edu/dmkotz/China_Growth_Model_%2010_09.pdf
http://www.ecb.europa.eu/pub/pdf/scpops/ecbocp142.pdf
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/topic/?fa=1287&fltr=%7b!raw%20f=taxonomyTag%7d::104:251:China
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/topic/?fa=1287&fltr=%7b!raw%20f=taxonomyTag%7d::104:251:China
http://www.economywatch.com/user/155/
http://www.china.org.cn/china/third_plenary_session/2014-01/16/content_31212602.htm
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/breaking-down-chinas-reform-plan-9476
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/breaking-down-chinas-reform-plan-9476
http://epress.anu.edu.au/titles/china-update-series/china-a-new-model-for-growth-and-development/pdf-download
http://epress.anu.edu.au/titles/china-update-series/china-a-new-model-for-growth-and-development/pdf-download
http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/Statisticaldata/AnnualData/
http://data.stats.gov.cn/
http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/201502/t20150228_687439.html
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://www.undp.org/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/
http://hdr.undp.org/es/data
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http://hdr.undp.org/en/data in English is the best way to access the data. 

International comparisons can be accessed through the above, or at http://www.conference-

board.org/data/economydatabase/  

There is a useful set of maps, tables and other data at China Profile: Facts, Figures, Analyses – a 

website developed by Gerhard K Heilig, at http://www.china-profile.com/ 

 

Sustainability 

Shapiro, Judith (2014), China’s Environmental Challenges, Cambridge: Polity Press 

Morton, Katherine (2014) “Policy Case Study: The Environment”, in Joseph, Politics in China, pp. 

352–364. 

Nicholas Lardy, “Sustaining economic growth in China”, EastAsiaForum, 5 February 2012, at 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2012/02/05/sustaining-economic-growth-in-china/  

A very influential documentary about China’s air pollution released in February 2015 can be found 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbK4KeD2ajI&feature=youtu.be (if you want a 

version with English subtitles, see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6X2uwlQGQM#t=45) There 

is a question of why it was not censored.  If you do watch this there is a “factcheck” at 

http://epi.yale.edu/the-metric/infographic-setting-record-straight-under-dome 

 

Questions to think about 

 What are the key changes that can justify designating China as “capitalist” from the mid 

1990s? 

 Has China’s record before/after 1978 been better in conventional (GDP) terms or when judged 

by the Human Development Index? 

 Is wealth making Chinese people happier? If not, why not? 

 How far is China’s growth sustainable?  What implications has that for China’s political and 

economic future? 

 How far have China’s environmental problems been caused by the Communist regime, and 

how far are they more deeply rooted in history? 

 Does China’s huge population pose impossible problems? 

 

Key Concepts, etc 

Internal migration; state owned enterprises; global economic crisis; human development index; 

gini coefficient; Engel's law; strengths and weaknesses of Chinese statistics; relative and absolute 

poverty; life expectancy; stimulus package; consumption and investment in China’s economy; air 

pollution; water shortage. 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/data
http://www.conference-board.org/data/economydatabase/
http://www.conference-board.org/data/economydatabase/
http://www.china-profile.com/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2012/02/05/sustaining-economic-growth-in-china/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbK4KeD2ajI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6X2uwlQGQM#t=45
http://epi.yale.edu/the-metric/infographic-setting-record-straight-under-dome
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Topic Seven 

The Open Door: Foreign Trade and Investment 

Lectures: 

7a: The growth of foreign trade and investment 

7b: Have foreign trade and investment been crucial for China’s economic growth? 

 

Reading 

Bramall, China’s Economic Development, pp. 360–93 (OR Naughton, The Chinese Economy, pp. 

375–424). 

 

Other: 

Morrison, Wayne (2015) “China-US Trade Issues”, 9 March 2015, prepared for US 

Congressional Research Service, available at fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33536.pdf 

Branstetter, Lee and Lardy, Nicholas R (2008), “China’s Embrace of Globalization”, pp. 633–82 

in Rawski and Brandt eds China’s Great Economic Transformation. 

Brandt, Loren, Hsieh Changtai and Zhu Xiaodong (2008), “Growth and structural transformation 

in China”, pp. 683–728 in Rawski and Brandt eds China’s Great Economic 

Transformation 

Rivoli, Pietra (2005), The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy: An Economist Examines 

the Markets, Power, and Politics of World Trade, London: Wiley [highly recommended 

work on globalisation] 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

Many important reports and statistics can be found on the World Trade Organisation website, 

http://www.wto.org/  See for example their 2012 report on China 

athttp://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/tp364_e.htm   

The OECD website http://www.oecd.org/ also contains important information (Some of the more 

recent material is only available at a charge).  See also the OECD’s China page at 

http://www.oecd.org/china/ and the statistical profile at http://www.oecd-

ilibrary.org/economics/country-statistical-profile-china_csp-chn-table-en 

See also Yang Yao, “China’s export-led growth”, East Asia Forum, 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/02/27/chinas-export-led-growth-model/  

 

And Nobel-prize-winner Joseph Stiglitz, “Towards a new model of development”, at 

http://academiccommons.columbia.edu/catalog/ac:126963  

 

Joseph Casey, Patterns in U.S.-China Trade Since China’s Accession to the World Trade 

Organization, freely available online at http://origin.www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/Research/US-

China_TradePatternsSinceChinasAccessiontotheWTO.pdf 

fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33536.pdf
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/tp364_e.htm
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.oecd.org/china/
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/country-statistical-profile-china_csp-chn-table-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/country-statistical-profile-china_csp-chn-table-en
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/02/27/chinas-export-led-growth-model/
http://academiccommons.columbia.edu/catalog/ac:126963
http://origin.www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/Research/US-China_TradePatternsSinceChinasAccessiontotheWTO.pdf
http://origin.www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/Research/US-China_TradePatternsSinceChinasAccessiontotheWTO.pdf
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On globalization there is a very short and interesting article by World Bank economist, Branco 

Milanovic, “Winners of Globalization: The Rich and The Chinese Middle Class. Losers: 

The American Middle Class” at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/branko-

milanovic/winners-of-globalization-_b_4603454.html 

  

Issues to think about 

 Have developments in the world economy since 1978 significantly affected Chinese economic 

growth? 

 How has membership of the World Trade Organization affected the Chinese economy? 

 How important have foreign trade and investment been to the Chinese economy, and what 

implications does that have for China’s future development path? 

 What are the problems and limits of the “export-led growth” model and what are the 

implications of these for China’s future? 

 What are the strengths and weaknesses of the theory of comparative advantage, and how far 

does that help us understand China’s development? 

 What are the pros and cons of globalization for China, Europe and the world? 

 

Key Concepts etc 

comparative advantage; foreign direct investment (FDI); special economic zones; purchasing 

power parity; China’s trade balance; China’s overseas investment; coastal vs inland provinces; 

export-led growth; processing trade; globalization and income inequality 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/branko-milanovic/winners-of-globalization-_b_4603454.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/branko-milanovic/winners-of-globalization-_b_4603454.html
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Topic Eight 

Business Culture in China 

Lectures 

8a: Chinese culture and the business enterprise 

8b: Trust and contracts 

 

Readings 

Yabuki, Susumu and Harner, Stephen (1999) China’s New Political Economy (Oxford: 

Westview, pp. 181–200. 

McGregor, James (2005), One Billion Customers: Lessons from the Front Lines of Doing 

Business in China, pp. 58–93. 

Björkstén, Johan and Hägglund, Anders (2010), How to Manage a Successful Business in China, 

Singapore: World Scientific. [Good practical advice from two Swedish businesspeople, 

one relatively junior when he started, one more senior]. 

 

Other 

Nolan, Jane (2011) “Good guanxi and bad guanxi: Western bankers and the role of network 

practices in institutional change in China”, International Journal of Human Resource 

Management 22.16 (October): 3357-72 

 

Publicly Available Websites and Web-based Materials 

A very useful source of comparative data for doing business worldwide is the World Bank’s, 

“Doing Business: Measuring Business Regulations”, see http://www.doingbusiness.org/ 

Jack Perkowski’s website has interesting updates on the Chinese economic and business scene: 

http://managingthedragon.com/  

Dan Harris’s “China Law Blog” is also useful, http://www.chinalawblog.com/ 

There are many online resources on the practical aspects of doing business in China (try a Google 

search “doing business in China”), e.g. http://credilaeduloan.blogspot.co.uk/2010/08/100-

essential-resources-for-doing.html 

For some information on Portuguese (though in relation to Brazil), see the website (and through 

that the newsletter http://www.cebc.org.br/pt-br/publicacoes-e-informes/china-brasil-

update) of the Brazil-China Business Council at http://www.cebc.org.br/en 

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China published a 2014 survey of business 

confidence, which can be found at http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/publications-

business-confidence-survey 

The 2014 EU report on difficulties for foreign businesses in China is obviously also relevant, see: 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/august/tradoc_152739.08.10.pdf 

http://arcturus.shef.ac.uk/www-bin/www_talis32?nextpage=www_frame_start&nohit=location-nohits&many=location-many&exact=location-exact&error=location-error&execute=location-list&work_id=1265719&browse=0&collection=1&search_type=2&refs_pos=1&author_
http://arcturus.shef.ac.uk/www-bin/www_talis32?nextpage=www_frame_start&nohit=location-nohits&many=location-many&exact=location-exact&error=location-error&execute=location-list&work_id=1265719&browse=0&collection=1&search_type=2&refs_pos=1&author_
http://www.doingbusiness.org/
http://managingthedragon.com/
http://www.chinalawblog.com/
http://credilaeduloan.blogspot.co.uk/2010/08/100-essential-resources-for-doing.html
http://credilaeduloan.blogspot.co.uk/2010/08/100-essential-resources-for-doing.html
http://www.cebc.org.br/pt-br/publicacoes-e-informes/china-brasil-update
http://www.cebc.org.br/pt-br/publicacoes-e-informes/china-brasil-update
http://www.cebc.org.br/en
http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/publications-business-confidence-survey
http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/publications-business-confidence-survey
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/august/tradoc_152739.08.10.pdf
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Questions to think about 

 What are the key differences between ways of doing business in China and the West?   In 

what direction are things changing? 

 How do we explain the fact that the World Bank ranks China as no. 18 in the world in terms 

of enforcing contracts, whereas most books by practitioners raise this as a major problem? 

 Is the importance of personal connections and trust exaggerated in the case of China?  Is it 

underestimated in the case of the West? 

 How can we understand differences in business practices in the West, for instance as between 

northern and southern Europe?  How does that reflect on our understanding of Chinese ways 

of doing business? 

Key concepts etc. 

Family firm; kinship and Chinese management; guanxi; contracts in Chinese culture; dependency; 

paternalism; mediation; arbitration 
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Finding Material on China 

If you want follow up issues raised in this course and go beyond the limited amount of readings 

listed here, I provide a few suggestions about how you might take it further. The “Additional 

Reading” provided with this course lists some of the influential books on the various topics, but 

there are many ways of getting beyond that, for instance accessing journal articles, where a lot of 

new ideas and recent developments are covered.  

The Oxford Bibliographies: Chinese Studies is an extremely useful and high quality set of articles 

across the whole range of Chinese Studies, though viewing the full articles requires a 

subscription.  Covers books, journal articles, book chapters and other types of material.  See 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/chinese-studies. 

The most general way of searching is to use a web search engine. The one most widely used by 

academics is Google or preferably GoogleScholar. You should go to https://www.google.pt/, and 

in the search box type the words you are looking for. If you just type 'China' you will get a 

massive number of hits and that is of little use. But if you are a little more specific – for example, 

you might type in 'China + rural + industry' – the more useful the search becomes. Of course a lot 

of the hits will take you to useless sites but usually you will find some interesting materials. As 

long as you bear in mind that much web material is not refereed and therefore often needs to be 

treated with caution, these sorts of search will help you a great deal. You will often find 'Working 

Papers' useful; these are usually first drafts of articles which will be submitted later to journals. 

Google Scholar http://scholar.google.pt/ in Portugal) mostly targets published academic journal 

articles or books. 

There are also more specific databases of bibliographical information on journal articles etc on 

the web.  Some of these that are available online (though by subscription) are:  

o The Bibliography of Asian Studies http://bmc.lib.umich.edu/bas which is probably the 

most complete, especially as it includes book chapters as well as journal articles (but not 

books), but it is not as easy to use as some of the others;  

o Social Sciences Citation Index (this should be available through Web of Science on the 

University of Minho library site) 

All of these generate lists of journal articles through keyword, title or author searches.  Each has 

its own peculiarities, so make sure you use the help functions.    

For books, see “Contemporary China: A Book List”, by Lynn White and Lubna Malik, 

http://www.princeton.edu/~lynn/chinabib.pdf, which is an immensely useful source, though now 

a little outdated: Also, the Internet Guide to Chinese Politics at http://www.sino.uni-

heidelberg.de/igcs/igpol.htm and to business and the economy at http://www.sino.uni-

heidelberg.de/igcs/igbiz.htm . 

 

Journals 

An excellent journal that is publicly available (though with a lag before articles are freely 

available) is China Perspectives, which is a very useful source of up-to-date articles often by leading 

academics on the current situation in China.  For any of you who find French easier than English, it 

is also available in French (in fact the French version is the original one).  See 

http://chinaperspectives.revues.org/index.html (English) and http://perspectiveschinoises.revues.org/ 

(French) 

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/chinese-studies
https://www.google.pt/
http://scholar.google.pt/
http://bmc.lib.umich.edu/bas
http://www.princeton.edu/~lynn/chinabib.pdf
http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/igpol.htm
http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/igpol.htm
http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/igbiz.htm
http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/igbiz.htm
http://chinaperspectives.revues.org/index.html
http://perspectiveschinoises.revues.org/
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The main journals in the field do in general require subscriptions, but most of them are available, 

at least for the older issues, in JSTOR, which the University of Minho has access to.  Note the 

web addresses below do not give free access to full text. At most they will provide tables of 

contents. The major journals include:  

China Journal (previously Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs) – regarded by some as the top 

contemporary China journal. http://www.jstor.org/journals/13249347.html 

China Quarterly (note that there are a number of special issues on topics relevant to this module). 

Available online through JSTOR up to 2007 http://www.jstor.org/journals/03057410.html and from 

2001 through http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=CQY 

Journal of Contemporary China, http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjcc20/current#.UnkveRCkO4o 

Modern China, http://www.jstor.org/journals/00977004.html, http://mcx.sagepub.com/ 

China Information http://cin.sagepub.com/ 

China Economic Review, http://www.journals.elsevier.com/china-economic-review/ 

China Business Review http://www.chinabusinessreview.com/  contains articles on a range of topics. 

Many of the Economics and Development journals also carry articles on China, and many of these 

can be accessed electronically. Two journals which often carry material on China are: 

World Development, http://www.journals.elsevier.com/world-development/  

Journal of Comparative Economics, http://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-comparative-

economics/  

 

Other Reference Works 

David Pong, ed, Encyclopedia of Modern China is the best and most up to date general reference. 

Brill’s Encyclopedia of China is a slightly briefer alternative. 

Robert Benewick, and Stephanie Donald, eds, The State of China Atlas, revised edition (London: 

Penguin, 2009) 

For an extensive archive of original materials on Chinese communism, particularly the writings of 

the major leaders see http://www.marxists.org/subject/china/index.htm 

Cambridge History of China, vols 12–15 deal with twentieth century China. Volume 15 brings 

the story to the beginning of the reform period 

China Business, – more practical and business-oriented 

 

Statistical Reference Works 

The most important of these is the Statistical Yearbook of China. Recent issues are bilingual. It is 

available on the website run by China’s National Bureau of Statistics (previously referred to as 

the State Statistical Bureau) at http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/. There are a large number of other 

yearbooks, nearly all in Chinese.  See also: The Republic of China Yearbook 

Also useful is the annual National Bureau of Statistics Communiqué, which gives details of 

http://www.jstor.org/journals/13249347.html
http://www.jstor.org/journals/03057410.html
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=CQY
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjcc20/current#.UnkveRCkO4o
http://www.jstor.org/journals/00977004.html
http://mcx.sagepub.com/
http://cin.sagepub.com/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/china-economic-review/
http://www.chinabusinessreview.com/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/world-development/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-comparative-economics/
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-comparative-economics/
http://www.marxists.org/subject/china/index.htm
http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/
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China’s economic performance over the previous year 

(http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/201502/t20150228_687439.html for 2014).  

For comparative statistics (including China), the best source is the World Bank’s website at 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-

development-indicators, which has a very wide range of international data. A Human 

Development Report is published annually by the UN Development Programme 

(http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2011/) and is a useful source of material. 

The Asian Development Bank http://beta.adb.org/ also has useful material. 

Finally, this is all in Chinese, so probably not for everyday use.  But if you are researching a 

project and are looking for Chinese material, the website http://www.reformdata.org/index.html 

has got an immense amount of material.  I haven’t looked at it all, but it certainly includes: key 

documents, memoirs and reminiscences, photographs, detailed year by year chronologies, 

statistics, etc.  Obviously it is more or less official, and has to be read and used in that context.  

But it has a lot of good material. 

 

Keeping up to date 

General and political news 

Bill Joseph has set up a China politics site that might help you in keeping up to date.  See  

http://www.wellesley.edu/Polisci/wj/chinesepolitics/ [This is getting richer all the time, and 

introduces you to a wider range of sources than does this Outline] 

In addition, the most useful English-language sites for news include: 

China Digital Times  http://chinadigitaltimes.net/  – this is a Chinese news service, based in the 

Graduate School of Journalism at the University of California, Berkeley,  collecting news 

from other sources. 

Xinhua – the official Chinese news agency. The English-language website is: 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/china/index.htm 

People’s Daily – China’s main official newspaper. English language site at 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/  (Spanish at: http://spanish.peopledaily.com.cn/ ) 

China Daily http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/ 

China News Digest (mostly in Chinese; the English section seems to be less up to date): 

http://my.cnd.org/ (this also has archives e.g. on the Cultural Revolution and on 1989, though 

they are mostly in Chinese) 

Taipei Times http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/ 

China Media Project (Hong Kong University), http://cmp.hku.hk/ 

You may also wish to look at some of the ‘official’ websites. One of the most general is 

http://www.china.org.cn/ (in Spanish http://spanish.china.org.cn/).  This has links to a wide range 

of periodicals and newspapers. For Taiwan see http://www.ey.gov.tw/en/default.aspx 

There is a range of other unofficial sites, which include material often by leading academics, 

which will be useful in this unit, for example: 

http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/201502/t20150228_687439.html%20for%202014
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/views/variableSelection/selectvariables.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2011/
http://www.adb.org/
http://www.reformdata.org/index.html
http://chinapoliticsnews.blogspot.com/
http://chinapoliticsnews.blogspot.com/
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/china/index.htm
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
http://spanish.peopledaily.com.cn/
http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://my.cnd.org/
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/
http://cmp.hku.hk/
http://www.china.org.cn/
http://spanish.china.org.cn/
http://www.ey.gov.tw/en/default.aspx
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China Leadership Monitor, http://www.hoover.org/publications/china-leadership-monitor; note, 

this comes from the Hoover Institution, which has the reputation for being right-wing, 

though not all the authors necessary hold the same views. 

China Brief, http://www.jamestown.org/programs/chinabrief/; from the Jamestown Foundation, 

which also has a history of involvement by right-wing cold-warriors linked to the Reagan 

and Bush administrations.  Again, this does not mean that all the authors follow the same 

line (or that, if they did, that line is necessarily wrong!). More frequent and shorter 

articles, closer to news. Many articles by ex Hongkong journalist Willy Lam. 

The Carnegie Foundation publishes a range of short papers by leading observers that are mostly 

worth reading.  See  http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=viewProject  

For analyses from the Brookings Institution, see http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/china 

Another useful site, covering both internal Chinese developments and China-US relations is 

http://chinaelectionsblog.net/  It includes some guidance on what to read from someone 

who was a leading historian of modern China and then head of the US-China Business 

Council.  Also in Chinese. 

See also the Wall Street Journal’s, China Real Time Report at http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/ 

An informative source of news is Bill Bishop’s Sinocism, which provides links to a lot of original 

journalistic sources, and some translations of articles by Chinese intellectuals:  

https://sinocism.com/ 

A useful Australian source is East Asia Forum, produced by the Australian National University, 

(this includes some articles on Chinese politics and economics, see 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/category/countries/china/). 

A more culturally-oriented Australian site, which includes very useful profiles of leading Chinese 

intellectuals, as well as translations from Chinese sources and many other useful items, is 

The China Story, http://www.thechinastory.org/ (intellectual profiles at 

http://www.thechinastory.org/thinking-china/key-intellectuals/). 

http://www.chinapolitik.de/3.html (mostly in German, but some useful articles in English) 

A useful blog can be found at http://blog.lareviewofbooks.org/chinablog 

A very useful series of short interviews of major scholars and their recommendations of (five) 

books can be found at http://thebrowser.com/topics/china. 

A useful series of blogs mostly focussing on contemporary politics can be found at 

http://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/chinapolicyinstitute/  

 

Economic News 

Caijing, one of the leading Chinese financial journals http://english.caijing.com.cn/  (there are also 

links to more extended versions of the articles in Chinese; the site has recently changed to a 

partly fee basis) 

China Centre for Economic Research: http://en.ccer.edu.cn/  (this is more academic, with longer 

academic papers, some of which are freely available) 

http://www.hoover.org/publications/china-leadership-monitor
http://www.jamestown.org/programs/chinabrief/
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=viewProject
http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/china
http://chinaelectionsblog.net/
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/
https://sinocism.com/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/
http://www.thechinastory.org/
http://www.thechinastory.org/thinking-china/key-intellectuals/
http://www.chinapolitik.de/3.html
http://blog.lareviewofbooks.org/chinablog
http://thebrowser.com/topics/china
http://blogs.nottingham.ac.uk/chinapolicyinstitute/
http://english.caijing.com.cn/
http://en.ccer.edu.cn/

